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WHO insists plain packaging does not contradict
international trade f;ws

2 December 2014, Hfocus - Following the claims made by 5 countries that plain cigarette
packaging violates the provisions of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), the WHO made a statement at the TRIPS Council,
stating that plain packaging does not contradict the WTO laws. WHO points out that the
goal of plain packaging is to eliminate the influence of trademark as an advertising medium.
With 9 countries waiting for its result before implementing their own plain packaging laws,
the dispute is expected to be settled in 2016.

- Full article in Thai

- WHO and FCTC made a joint statement on plain packaging at WTO meeting
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Ministry of Commerce revealed the WTO achieved the
Agreement on Trade Facilitation — helps lower costs

3 December 2014, Department of Trade Negotiation - WTO members to proceed with the
ratification of the Agreement on Trade Facilitation which will enhance the efficiency of

government import and export services, reduce financial costs and time, and solves related
arbitrary customs procedures problems.

- Full article in Thai
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Thailand joins the 6th RCEP-TNC meeting
9 December 2014, Department of Trade Negotiation - The 6th Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership Trade Negotiation Committee (RCEP-TNC) meeting was held in
the Republic of India on 1 -5 December 2014. Gaps between member states have narrowed
down while conclusions on the modes of market liberalization for trade in products, services
and investments are expected to be drawn at the next RCEP-TNC meeting. The
Committee aims to finalize the results of RCEP negotiations by the end of 2014.

- Full article in Thai
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TISA Negotiations: Yes To E-Commerce, Data Flows, No To

IPR, Data Protection?
17 December 2014, Intellectual Property Watch - After two years of negotiations, the draft

Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) stands at 17 horizontal and sector-specific proposals,
negotiators told Intellectual Property Watch after the 2-5 December Geneva round of
negotiations. The sector-specific annexes of the agreement, sources confirm, include one on

telecommunication and one all e-commerce aspects. Read more

WHIT BN IANAWIANSNIWETUNIAN Tz TEN ALRE NN TU 3 91ANIARINEG TAURIDIIUGY 6 NITNTWANTIIUFY D.G110u 8.1l 9.uuny3 11000
i (International Trade and Health Program - ITH) Ministry of Public Health, Tiwanon Rd. Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand
;NJaﬁ%l,ﬁamiﬁ@umﬂumﬂqmmwszwj’mﬂszmﬁ NIZNINEDIUGY Tel: +66(0) 2590-2382 Fax. +66(0) 2590-2385 2

(International Health Policy Program - IHPP) Email: ith_news@ihpp.thaigov.net


http://www.dtn.go.th/filesupload/9-12-57_RCEP-TNC_6_India.pdf
http://www.dtn.go.th/filesupload/9-12-57_RCEP-TNC_6_India.pdf
http://www.ip-watch.org/2014/12/17/tisa-negotiations-yes-to-e-commerce-data-flows-no-to-ipr-data-protection/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2014/12/17/tisa-negotiations-yes-to-e-commerce-data-flows-no-to-ipr-data-protection/

] d ¥
‘ .00 W.5.0.ynagu LT Ny fdesin 18 T 1iu 20 O
WNRNARYNEARIALYST Uniasie1rau
19 5.A. 2557 Hfocus - §E.ARHHLEWEIN W50, AUANNARSeianguatiulml Wiasw. Uugs
ngsneiin 2 anfuilinn 22 9 Biiusdauasiunagninisnaiausiadied Winengide
a1n 18 Tiilw 20 ¥ Ududqearamunandnsdoienguasauaguiionese N@izfﬁWﬁﬂLLﬂ:ﬁmﬂ%‘
Badu Funisdaaduniseny  aeezgiganr1snyILazaNgReniasegiafiiineningy
i lnsiliaz 15,600 &1uum g1usie

Ministry of Public Health pushes for the new Tobacco Act,
increases minimum age from 18 to 20 to keep up with tobacco
marketing strategy to protect youths

19 December 2014, Hfocus - Ministry of Public Health prepares to submit the new draft of
the Tobacco Control Act to the cabinet. The revision of the existing 22 year-old law aims to
update and keep up with marketing strategies used by multinational tobacco companies. It
raises the legal age to purchase tobacco products from 18 to 20, redefines the definition of
tobacco products to include hookah, electronic hookah and smokeless cigarettes, and
prohibits products promotion. These measures are expected to save as much as 15,600 baht

of treatment costs and economic loss from new smokers per annum.

- Full article in Thai
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Prayut misses the chance to sign F'TA and TPP — pulls back
from joining the TPP, back at step 1 with EU

25 December 2014, Prachachat - The lack of progress in the negotiations for Thailand-EU
FTA results in negotiation results being revisited while Thailand’s plan to join the
negotiation for US-led Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) has also been pulled back. Thailand

no longer has “offset” in trade after losing its Generalized Scheme of Preferences (GSP)

privileges.
- Full article in Thai
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Multinational pharmaceutical companies revealed to be
aiming to lobby the cabinet — changes the context of the Drug
Act “pricing structure and patent information not required”
29 December 2014, Hfocus - NGO reveals that multinational pharmaceutical companies are
trying to alter the Drug Act contents by approaching both the Deputy Prime Minister and
the Minister of Public Health. Pharmaceutical companies aim to exclude pricing structure
and patent information from drug registration and to put their representatives in the Drug
Committee - aims which are deemed to cause conflicts of interest and exploitation.
Government must maintain transparency.

- Full article in Thai
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