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Commerce reveals negotiation plans for 2015

7 January 2015, Thansettakij - 'The Ministry of Commerce plans to push forward with FTA
negotiations in 2015 to support exports. Three new negotiations with Turkey, Canada and
Pakistan are on their way while prospects of a negotiation with Russia, demanded by the
private sector, are to be studied. The Ministry plans to proceed with 4 important F'TAs and
set the RCEP as its major goal, aiming to finalize the negotiation within this year. The
ministry claims Thailand’s trade with FTA partners had achieved over 7.7 trillion baht
within the first 11 months last year.

- Full article in Thai

- Commerce raises 3 strategies for the export battle (Thai)
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Department of Intellectual Property repeals ‘smell’ trademark
but still pushing through with ‘sound’ —intentionally pre-edit-
ing the law to pgease the US, FTAWatch claims

14 January 2015, FTAWatch - Following the mandate of the Ministers meeting on 12
November 2014, the Department of Intellectual Property and the Council of State were to
review the draft Trademark Act under which the scope of protection were extended to cover
smell and sound — a change highly opposed by the Ministry of Public Health, pharmaceutical
and cosmetics industry and the civil sector. A meeting was held at the Council of State today
(14 January) to address the issue. Ministry of Public Health representatives were informed
that the Department of Intellectual Property has taken ‘smell’ trademark out from the draft.
Thus, issues of access to medicine and the pharmaceutical industry should no longer be a
concern to the Ministry of Public Health.

- Full article in Thai
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Gilead to appeal India patent ruling on hepatitis C drug

16 January 2015, Reuters - U.S.-based Gilead Sciences Inc will appeal the Indian patent
office's rejection of its application for hepatitis C drug Sovaldi, a move that could allow local
drugmakers to launch cheaper generic versions of the $1,000-a-pill medicine. Read more

- Key Hepatitis C Patent Rejected In India
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TDRI Factsheet 31: Revising the Foreign Business Act -
increases services investment

21 January 2015, TDRI - 'There is less foreign investment in Thailand’s services sector
compared to other ASEAN countries; partly due to related rules and regulations,
particularly the Foreign Business Act which is incoherent with investment trends.

- Full article in Thai
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Civil sector keeping an eye on the attempt to pass GMO law
through the National Legislative Assem%ly, a move favorable
to transnational seeds companies

21 January 2015, Biothai Foundation - Witoon Lianjamroon, Director of the Biothai
Foundation, made a statement on 21 January 2015 at a meeting, co-hosted by the
Foundation for Consumers and Biothai foundation, where the Draft Biosafety Act BE...
was examined. He stated that the joint resolution from the third meeting of the working
group set up ‘to study the approaches for using genetically modified life-forms and products
in Thailand’ on 23 December 2014 dictated that the Cabinet resolution from 25 December
2007 is to be used for matters related to GMO trials.

- Full article in Thai
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WTO Ministers and MC 10 goals

27 January 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - Apiradi Tantraporn, Deputy Minister
of Commerce, attended the World Trade Organization (WTO) Informal Ministerial
Gathering (IMG) hosted by Switzerland in Davos, Switzerland on 24 January 2015 where
21 WTO member countries discussed the directions and way forward under the WTO in
2015. Members showed political will to make progress to the Doha Round at the 10th
WTO Ministerial Conference (MC 10) which is to be held in Nairobi, Kenya on 15-18
December 2015.

- Full article in Thai

- WTO ready to move forward. Members emphasize the importance of agriculture

negotiations (Thai)
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‘HIA for energy-mining-FTAs-health policies

27 January 2015, Hfocus - Recommendations from the 2015 Health Impact Assessment
(HIA) Conference hosted by the National Health Commission Office and the Health
System Management Institute (HSMI), Prince of Songkla University (PSU) suggested for
HIA to be conducted for the energy industry, mining and FTAs as well as for public policy
evaluation approach to be changed from program-specific to multidimensional strategy
evaluation approach. The recommendations will be made to the National Reform Council
to be considered for the new Constitution.

- Full article in Thai

- Watch the HIA Conference (Thai) Part1 Part2

‘Vlf:lLﬁiﬁlN%ﬁ‘i@NﬁGl‘Sﬂ’]‘SV]ﬁJ?ﬁﬂ’l‘]&l ﬁ’)\?@ﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘i‘iﬂﬂ’]\‘iﬂ’]‘iﬂﬂ
WN19U52% RCEP-TNC AN 7

30 #.A. 2558 ﬂﬁNWif«?’lmﬁﬁzﬁwm\m‘mWr Twawmmﬂmmmwmﬂ‘i”m RCEP-TNC mssfi 7
Semdneduit 4 - 13 ANAUE 2558 4 NINNY Trelsvmneanndn RCEP 16 Uszwpaznnds
ﬂﬁwl,mummymmmmmmiwufﬁmw T@mmwmmmmiqmmuﬂmeqmmmwﬂuﬁum
INEATLAZAINIT BIUAD

®

Thailand prepares to discuss Non-Tariff Measures at the 7th
RCEP-TRICp meeting, looking to reduce trade barriers

30 January 2015, Department of Trade Negotiation - Thailand is ready to host the 7th
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Trade Negotiation Committee
(RCEP-TNC) meeting on 4-13 February 2015 in Bangkok, where 16 member countries
will be discussing Non-Tariff Measures, particularly sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS)
measures in agricultural products and food.

- Full article in Thai
WHIH BN TN AN NI WAITUNIANTZN I SN ALRE YN T 3 91ANIANINGG TAUFITIIUFY 6 NITNTWANTIIUFY D.G1uu a.1la9 2.uuny3 11000
. (International Trade and Health Program - ITH) Ministry of Public Health, Tiwanon Rd. Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand
Haﬁ%lﬂamsﬁwmﬂumqum‘mimiwﬂizmﬂ NIZNIIIFDIAGY Tel: +66(0) 2590-2382 Fax. +66(0) 2590-2385 5

(International Health Policy Program - IHPP) Email: ith_news@ihpp.thaigov.net


http://www.hfocus.org/content/2015/01/9163
http://hsmi.psu.ac.th/paper/702
http://hsmi.psu.ac.th/paper/703
http://www.dtn.go.th/filesupload/30-1-58_NTMs_RCEP-TNC_7.pdf
http://www.dtn.go.th/filesupload/30-1-58_NTMs_RCEP-TNC_7.pdf

‘ NE. LU@T@”W’T%@L"ZN%T?JU’WJLW@N@ﬂﬂ‘HS’N W.3.U. AIUAH

Nﬂﬁlﬂmmﬁl’lﬂu

31 3.A. 2558 2V’71477\7’7147J2Vﬁ777§;’7/1‘50\7ﬁ’7i7‘7§mﬂ?/ - AFUURTIINITNTENTNATTUFY  UTTgunITe
TUa9 nInAITHARR NLL‘V]H@Wﬂﬂ‘ENﬂ’]‘iﬂqﬂﬂﬂTu ATEnanndlad  uaTAuNUIINNINFuaEY
A9NEAT  NITNTIUNEATURLANNT L‘W@‘VWWJ’]NL?JWT"V‘MZ\]ﬂﬂﬂ‘a“i’NW‘iw‘i"l?f‘Lliyiyﬁlﬂ’mﬂN
Wandongy  we. .. uazdnwdnduliuedeciessiiuntousenlinndunayys
uazUntfasganwg igumaannd 50 duan s1use

N

9
a

- LLﬂui@HUiEVI’ZI’IN’D"’IGIVINﬂNﬂﬂ‘l’i&l”lf:l A3l ﬂNT—J”IZ\T‘U gl

q

Policy consultation on the drafted Tobacco Control Act
convened by the Ministry of Public Health

31 January 2015, Office of the Permanent Secretary, MoPH - Public Health Minister held a
consultative meeting with representatives from the Excise Department, Department of
Internal Trade (Ministry of Commerce) and Department of Agricultural Extension
(Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives) to enhance the understanding on the principles
of the drafted Tobacco Control Act and collectively advocate for the implementation of the
Act as a mean to protect youths from tobacco as well as to protect the health of over 50
million non-smokers.

- Full article in Thai

- Tracking transnational corporation’s attempts to overturn Thailand’s Tobacco
Control Act
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