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ASEAN speeds up for the final turn towards AEC in 2015

3 March 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - The Thai delegation led by Deputy
Minister of Commerce Apiradi Tantraporn, attended the 21st ASEAN Economic
Ministers Retreat held on February 28th through March 1st, 2015 in Kota Bharu, Kelantan,
Malaysia. The retreat was the first meeting of the Economic Ministers in 2015, an important
year in which ASEAN countries will come together as the ASEAN Economic Community.
Apiradi revealed that at this year’s meeting, Malaysia, as the ASEAN chair, emphasized on

speeding progress towards AEC, particularly on important regulations affecting trade,
business and economic integration such as the reduction/cancelation of non-tariff barriers,

strengthening business sector particularly the SMEs, and finalizing RCEP negotiation.
Read full article in Thai

-Related news: "21st ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Retreat 28 February to 1 March
2015, Kota Bharu, Malaysia"
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Scholars from pharmaceutical sector reproached Commerce
for standing in the way of drug price control under the Drug
Act. No more trying to please foreign investors

9 March 2015, Prachatai - Dr. Niyada kiatying-angsulee, Thai Drug Watch program manager,
revealed that there are currently attempts to keep the Drug Act draft, which the Ministry of
Public Health revised from the revision by the Office of the Council of State, from going to
the Senate. Though Ministry of Public Health had consulted on and solved the issue
surrounding the definition of drugs and practitioners who can prescribe drugs, the Act was
found to be thwarted by the Ministry of Commerce by using the opinions of transnational
pharmaceutical corporations to take price structure out of drug registration requirement.

Read full article in Thai
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EU Trade Commissioner Suggests Special Court for ISDS
Cases

18 March 2015, Intellectual Property Watch - European Union Trade Commissioner Cecilia
Malmstroem today defended the inclusion of investor-state dispute settlement panels in the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), but offered several amendments
for consideration. Read full article
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FDA steps up to the ASEAN platform —becomes a PIC/S
GMP inspection unit and the first ASEAN Listed Inspection
Service member to receive certification from ACCSQ-PPWG
20 March 2015, Public and Consumer Affairs Advertisement Control Division, FDA - FDA
revealed its accomplishment in under the ASEAN platform: ACCSQ — PPWG has certified
the Thai FDA as an ASEAN Listed Inspection Service. With this accomplishment,
manufacturers of ready-made conventional medicine can now export to ASEAN countries

without having to go through further inspection by ASEAN members - eliminating
redundancy in the regional pharmaceutical GMP inspection process, saving time, benefiting
pharmaceutical business and increasing national economic value. Read full article in Thai

- Related news: "ASEAN Moves Sectoral MRA on Good Manufacturing Practices

Forward"
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Trans-Pacific Partnership Seen as Door for Foreign Suits
Against U.S.

25 March 2015, The New York Times - An ambitious 12-nation trade accord pushed by
President Obama would allow foreign corporations to sue the United States government for
actions that undermine their investment “expectations” and hurt their business, according to
a classified document. Read full article

- Related news: "How the Leaked TPP ISDS Chapter Threatens Intellectual Property
Limitations and Exceptions"
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Food safety body agrees to e-working group “time out” on
definition of private standards

27 March 2015, WT'O - WTO members meeting as the committee dealing with food safety
and animal and plant health have agreed to a time out in the efforts of an electronic working
group to agree on a working definition of SPS-related private standards after failing to
bridge their impasse on the issue. Read full article
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Supplier of Essential Medicines Supports TRIPS Waiver for
Least-Developed Countries

30 March 2015, Intellectual Property Watch - 'The IDA Foundation, a worldwide supplier of
essential medicines to low-and medium income countries, has backed up the request by
least-developed countries to extend a waiver that allows them to forfeit the obligations to
protect intellectual property on pharmaceutical products. UNITAID, the UN-related drug
purchasing mechanism, also issued a statement in support of the extension. The request is
expected to be discussed at the World Trade Organization in June. Read full article

UHIH BN TN AN NI WEITUNIIANTENI U ST ALRE YN T 3 91ANIANINGG TAUFITIIUFY 6 NITNTWANTIIUFY D.G1uu a.1la9 2.uuny3 11000
. (International Trade and Health Program - ITH) Ministry of Public Health, Tiwanon Rd. Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand
Haﬁ%lﬁamsﬁwmﬂumqum‘mi:miwﬂi:mﬂ NIZNIWIFDIAGY Tel: +66(0) 2590-2382 Fax. +66(0) 2590-2385 4

(International Health Policy Program - IHPP) Email: ith_news@ihpp.thaigov.net


https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/sps_26mar15_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/sps_26mar15_e.htm
http://www.ip-watch.org/2015/03/30/supplier-of-essential-medicines-supports-trips-waiver-for-least-developed-countries/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2015/03/30/supplier-of-essential-medicines-supports-trips-waiver-for-least-developed-countries/

‘ ! = @ a2 o v 2 A &
ATRZNTINNTIFYRCEP 15911199 USLLaARAAAINAIATYARLADWINYTRN
31 fa. 2558 NINITIINITAITIAINUTINA  ~  AMYNTINAIGIAIINNITAT RCEP  LATENSA
UstgpAsiAn 52ndneTudl 1 - 2 wwnen 2558 04 ng9annidmn Usuneaulafide iRendiaagy
UsziuRnddndyduguuniaianainnsfinduwin  wazn1sAdns Wudaade  reunis
LSEANADIENTTNNNSII59TNTAT RCEP (RCEP — TNC) A597l 8 flaziitudnaiflanfiquien 2558 o
Uszmadiu s1use

- #iiieadies: dayandNANRiuEIMNILATEiasEALYHNTIA Regional Comprehensive
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RCEP Committee to discuss unsettled issues this April

31 March 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) Trade Negotiation Committee (TINC) prepares for additional meetings
to be held on April 1-2, 2015 in Jakarta, Indonesia to seek conclusion on unsettled issues
concerning the approach to market liberalization for trade in goods and services before the

8th RCEP TNC meeting to be held in June 2015 in Japan. Read full article in Thai
-Related news: Information on "Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership

(RCEP)" ('Thai)
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EABC offers to be the facilitator for Thailand-EU FTA
negotiation

31 March 2015, Department of Trade Negotiations - Deputy Minister of Commerce Apiradi
Tantraporn, revealed to have met with executives from the European Association for
Business and Commerce (EABC), led by Rolf-Dieter Daniel, its president, on March 30,
2015. EABC has offered to take up the mediator role to push for the resumption of
Thailand-EU FTA negotiation for the two parties’ mutual benefit in economics, social and

development sectors. It was claimed that the F'TA will help promote strong economic
growth and sustainable development in Thailand. Read full article in Thai
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TDRI recommends the government to set clear tactics going
into the AEC

31 March 2015, TDRI - The end of this year marks the integration of economic activities

of ten countries in the South East Asia region which is known as the ASEAN Economic
Community (ASEAN). Concrete integration has been accomplished in many issues while

a lot still remains to be delayed and may not be accomplished within the given deadline at
the end of this year. This article presents the three important structures of the integration:
free flow of goods, free flow of investment, free flow if skilled labor. Read full article in Thai
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