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New Ideas Coming For WTO TRIPS Council; But Also Old
Debate Over EU Drug Seizures

2 June 2016, Intellectual Property Watch - The European Union presenting its new Trademark
Directive during this week’s meeting of the World Trade Organization intellectual property
council heard concerns of possible seizures of generic medicines transiting through Europe.
Meanwhile, the new Council chair’s attempts at revitalising discussions between member
states received general approval. And a new agenda item on e-commerce was launched.
Read more
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Commerce Minister consultation with European Association
for Business and Commerce

15 June 2016, Department of Trade Negotiations - Minister of Commerce, Mrs. Apiradi
Tantraporn, revealed that on 15 June 2015, the European Association for Business and
Commerce (EABC) paid the Minister a courtesy visit to present the 2016 Business
European Business Position Paper which is based on recommendations on trade and
investment from ten groups of European industries — food and beverages, intellectual
property, insurance, automobile, health and medical supplies, infrastructure, energy,
transportation and logistics, information technology and communication, and cross sectoral

issue. Read full article in Thai
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NCITHS encourage TPP discussion in bigger platforms to
examine all aspects of health impacts

15 June 2016, National Health Commission Office - With concerns about the impacts on Thai
health system, the National Commission on International Trade and Health Studies
(NCITHS) suggests TPP impact should be studied. The Commisson gives its support in
organizing a technical conference in August where all sectors can share and exchange
knowledge, contributing to negotiations with balance between economics and health issues.

Read full article in Thai
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Inside Views: Can Patents Ever Be “Ever-Greened”?

The Answer... They Are “Never-Greened”

20 June 2016, Intellectual Property Watch - “Ever-Greening of Patents” has been an expression
that has been extensively used in debates related to the global pharmaceutical industry at
least since the last two decades. Interestingly, this term has never been statutorily defined
and hence has been applied most freely by professionals, policy makers and politicians alike.
It would be appropriate to objectively examine whether patents in any jurisdiction can ever
be “ever-greened”. A fitting initiation to this debate is the very concept of what a patent is
from the very first principles, writes Prabuddha Ganguli. Read more
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RCEP Members push to wrap up negotiation within deadline

24 June 2016, Department of Trade Negotiations - The 13th Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership — Trade Negotiation Committee (RCEP-TNC) pushes to wrap up
the RCEP negotiation before the end-of-year deadline set by the leaders.

Read full article in Thai

Related news:

- RCEP trade agreement threatens access to affordable medicines for half the world’s

population
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2016 ERIA Governing Board Meeting

26 June 2016, Department of Trade Negotiations - Winichai Chaemchaeng, Vice Minister
for Commerce, Thai representative in the Board of Economic Research Institute for
ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), participated in the 9th ERIA Governing Board Meeting
on 16 June 2016 at the ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Indonesia. The meeting is held annu-
ally to discuss on future actions and work plan as well as the progress of ongoing ERTA

projects. Read full article in Thai

Related news:

- ERIA 2.0 Launched at the 9th ERIA Governing Board Meeting
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A Comprehensive And Fair Solution To The Price Of Medicines
28 June 2016, The Huffington Post - After a long dry spell, the pharmaceutical research
industry has brought to market a spate of innovative treatments that can extend life and
often have fewer side effects than older treatments. But these medicines are not affordable
to most of the people who need them. Recent treatments for hepatitis C and cancer - both
widespread conditions globally - can cost from $50,000 annually to well over $150,000.
Read more
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WIPO Patent Law Committee Adopts Work Programme;

Good Omen, Some Say

30 June 2016, Intellectual Property Watch - World Intellectual Property Organization
members attending this week’s patent law committee meeting agreed on a work programme,
reflecting divergent views on patents and health, exceptions and limitations, and patent
quality. Read more

Related news:

- Africa Regional Group Proposes Patents And Health Programme At WIPO
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